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EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



This is in response to the appeal brief filed March 25, 2004. 
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(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the brief. 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

The brief does not contain a statement identifying the related appeals and interferences 
which will directly affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision in the 
pending appeal is contained in the brief Therefore, it is presumed that there are none. The 
Board, however, may exercise its discretion to require an explicit statement as to the existence of 
any related appeals and interferences. 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is correct. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

No amendment after final has been filed. 

(5) Summary of Invention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is correct. 

(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of the issues in the brief is correct. 

(7) Grouping of Claims 

Appellant's brief includes a statement that claims 1-13 do not stand or fall together and 
provides reasons as set forth in 37 CFR 1.192(c)(7) and (c)(8). 

(8) Claims Appealed 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the brief is correct. 
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(9) Prior Art of Record 

5,570,990 Bonora et al 



Page 3 



11-1996 



(10) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed claims: 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bonora et al, 

U.S. Patent 5,570,990. This rejection is set forth in a prior Office Action, mailed on June 11, 

2003. 

(11) Response to Argument 

Appellant contends that Bonora fails to teach a photodetector which responds to data transmitted 
by light emitting diodes with light emitter disposed on the data card as claimed in the present 
invention. 

Bonora teaches the Appellant's claimed invention and is directed to FIG. 8 where the apparatus 
in question is a data card 232-1 attached to POD 18-1. Also data card 232-1 communicates with 
communication means 236 as described in column 8, lines 30-46. 

Applicants contend that Bonora et al., U.S. Patent 5,570,990 herein known as Bonora fails to 
teach that LED(s) disclosed are for any information conveyance directly to a human operator nor 
does it suggest any such use or adaption. 

Bonora teaches a human interface with an apparatus for visually conveying information 
(column 9, lines 2-11). Bonora teaches an apparatus having a display, which could be an LED, 
LCD or other known in the art (column 8, lines40-46. A keyboard (which requires human 
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interaction) is used to allow the operator to enter commands. Furthermore as seen in FIG. 10, 
data card 232-1 communicated with member 239 found on shaft 1 14 (column 8, lines 65-68). 
The communication means list radio frequency and infra-red as a communication means. Since 
infra-red requires an optical means for detection and Bonora discloses a photodetector for the 
invention. It is apparent that a photosensitive transistor (column 8, line 43) is used for the infra- 
red communication means. 
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interaction) is used to allow the operator to enter commands. Furthermore as seen in FIG. 10, 
data card 232-1 communicated with member 239 found on shaft 1 14 (column 8, lines 65-68). 
The communication means list radio frequency and infra-red as a communication means. Since 
infra-red requires an optical means for detection and Bonora discloses a photodetector for the 
invention. It is apparent that a photosensitive transistor (column 8, line 43) is used for the infra- 
red communication means. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
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